Marriage & Divorce ]
Marry up the bidding and the play

s easy 10 forget that how we play the cards can
be determined by the bidding, Try to remember
the bidding before playing out the hand and
giather all the clues. Let's have a look at this hand
and see how the bidding might dictate the card play:

+AQ105
vKQ4al
4110

& 1096

©

¢ 9BT32
LY

* AK3
& B4

Lowe All. Dealer West.
W M E 5
1% Dble Pass 44
Al Pass

You are sitting South. After purtner doubles you
bid 44 with your own opening bid. EM'W are plaving
Acol (4-card suits) with a weak no trump, West
leads three top clubs, East following, and then
switches 10 a heart = over to you,

Your hearts and diamonds are solid, but you need
to pick up the spade suit for no losers. Your side has
25 points, and the opposition has 15, What can you
deduce? West opened, but could they have just 12
points? How should you play the spades?

After the first three tricks you can deduce that
West is balanced as everybody followed to three
rounds of clubs. If West is balanced why didn't West
open INT in the first place? Aha, he must have more
than 14 points = indeed he must have all the
remaining points. West muost have both the #K and
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the #]. When you win the heart (in hand) you
should lead the #9. If West plays low you should
play low from dummy. This is sure to hold and you
can play a spade again, covering West's card. Note
that if vou had inserted the #0 from dummy West
would still make o spade trick later, Heres the
full deal.

South plays 44. West leads the #A

& AQT0S5
YEQ43
* |10

& 1096

+ Kj4 P
v 952 w0876
¢+ QB2 *® 97654
& AKQT 453132

* 98732
val

* AK3
& |B4
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Let's have 4 look at another example where we can
produce the right play by listening to the bidding.

& KQTa
Y432
+ 109

*AQ3

\2

+ A2
YE76S
*#B3
& K|B2Z

N/S Game. Dealer West.

You cannot do anything about losing the trump
ace s0 you will need to play the trump suit well.
With Kxxx opposite Quxx the correct way 1o play
this combination is to finesse one of the opponents
straight away and then play a low card from each
hand hoping the ace “falls on air> 50 who do we play
for the doubdeton ace?

Back to the bidding. West made an opening bid,
so he almost certainly started with at least 11 out of
the 15 missing points. It looks like East had the #Q
and #], so0 West must hold the WA as well as his top
dismonds to justify an opening bid of 1. 50 now
you will have 1o hope it is doubleton. Win the third
trick in hand and play a low trump, West follows
suit and you play dummy's queen. It holds. Now
play a low heart from each hand and you are
delightec when the ace falls, Your remaining king
will draw East's ten later. Here's the full deal:

w N E 5 South plays 4%. West leads the #A
1% Dble Pams 3% $ KQT6
Pass 4% All Pass v Q432
+ 109
You are sitting South. Afier partner doubles the +AQ3
1% opening bid you end up in 4% and West leads #A + 954 + 10813
on which East plays the #0. Playing a queen ¥ Al @ vioes
. ; ; e * AKTES4 *0Q)2
promises a singleton or the jack, and indicates an & 54 & 10976
ability to win the next trick should partner wish 10 A2
switch the lead. However, West continues with the ¥ KTES
#K (East plays the #2) followed by a spade. You are *# 83
in o ten-trick contract and cannot afford 1o lose & K|82
more than one more trick, so what is your plan? m
Relaxed 6-high games on BBO Relaxed 9-high games on BBO

Jain the EBED &-high
- =~ Relaxed Games on Bridge
Base Online

Every Wednesday and Friday at 2pm
- only $3

Specifically for playvers with an NGS no

higher than a 6. these games are run with

experienced teachers to hand, with a Zoom

discussion afterwards, I you are in neod of a

partaer, please let us know and we will help.

To enter, or for more information:
lacquelineiebedcio.ong.uk

- Join the EBU daily 9-high
Relaxed Games on Bridge Base
Online, at 11am or 7.30pm
12-board games only $2

These games are for plavers withowt too

much experience, with an NG5S no higher

than 9, snd run gt 8 slower pace than our

other regular daily games,

To enter, or for more information:
www. chu.co.uk/competitionsfevonts-less-
experienced-players or Tel: 01206 317203

www.ebu, couk
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