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West         East
1™             2™

The Theory of Final Destination

Guest Contribution                            by Harold Schogger
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You can go from North West London to
Oxford Circus via Finchley Road, or you can
go down the Edgware Road via Kilburn, or

even go through Hampstead and go down Fitzjohns
Avenue. Whatever route you take you still end up at
the same destination.

I think it is so important to know basic sequences
because if other sequences come up and you arrive
at the same final destination the meaning is still the
same, except for the nuances of the new sequence.
Assuming a 1NT opening is 12-14, here are some
examples:

2™ is 6-9 HCP and, most of
the time, 4-card support.

West         East
1™             1´

2t            2™

2™ is the same final
destination – still 6-9 HCP
but only 3-card support –
could be fewer.

West         East
1NT          2™

2™ is a weak take-out when
not playing transfers.

West         East
1NT          2®

2t            2™

Playing Stayman this is still a
weak take-out, but usually
5-4 in the majors and
looking for a possible fit.

West         East
1NT          2NT

2NT is 11-12 HCP, balanced,
and invitational.

West         East
1NT          2®1

2™             2NT
1 Stayman

2NT is still balanced but
showing a 4-card  spade suit
on the way and is still
invitational.

West         East
1™             3™

3™ is 10-12 HCP, and 
4-card support.

West         East
1™             1´

2t            3™

3™ is still 10-12 HCP, but
only 3-card support.

West         East
1™             3NT

3NT is 13-15 HCP and
balanced. 

West         East
1™             1´

2t            3NT

3NT is still 13-15 HCP and
balanced, but note that it is
at most a 2-card heart suit.

West         East
1NT          2NT

2NT is 11-12 HCP, balanced
and invitational. 

West         East
1NT          2™1

2´             2NT
1 transfer to spades

2NT is still 11-12 HCP,
balanced, but has a 5-card
spade suit.

West         East
1NT          3NT

3NT shows 13-17 HCP,
balanced. 

West         East
1NT          2t1

2™             3NT
1 transfer to hearts

3NT is still 13-17 HCP,
balanced, but has a 5-card
heart suit.

So next time you are not sure what a sequence
means, think back to basics as this will help you to
work it out.              r 
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